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convict offenders in high station. But at the same time that he de- 
mands the formation of a special court for the trial of political offences, 
he insists that the court shall be so formed as to be as far as possible 
free from political influences, and that its jurisdiction shall be exactly 
denned by law, so as to leave little or no discretion in applying the 
penalties. 

While M. Lair devotes the larger part of his work to the discussion 
of the punishment of political crimes, he treats also of the impeachment 
of state officers for misdemeanors other than political, i.e. of the final 
control which the legislature may exercise over the executive. The 
attempt to treat two somewhat different subjects at the same time is 
often confusing. Thus the author's criticism of the system in vogue in 
the United States is really unfounded, because our method of impeach- 
ment is designed to give the legislature a control over the executive 
rather than to provide a means for the punishment of political crimes. 
Political crimes are included in the ordinary criminal law, and are pun- 
ished by the ordinary courts, with the single exception of those com- 
mitted by officers of state. This fact seems to be overlooked by M. 
Lair. Like so many French books, this volume is not provided with any 
index, and is on that account less acceptable as a book of reference. 

F. J. G. 



Twelve English Statesmen: William, the Conqueror. By Ed- 
ward A. Freeman. 200 pp. — Henry the Second. By Mrs. J. R. 
Green. 224 pp. — Henry the Seventh. By James Gairdner. 219 
pp. London and New York, Macmillan & Co., 1 888-1 889. 

We are living in an age of series. History, art, science, literature 
and religion are set before the public in an endless array of monograph- 
groups. Whatever the disadvantages of the fashion, it has a distinct 
aesthetic significance. The dainty series is to the ponderous fourteen 
volume history as a French cook's masterpiece to a Virginia barbecue. 
There may be more nourishment in the latter, but an appreciation 
of the former denotes the more refined palate. 

Judged by the three volumes before us, Twelve English Statesmen is 
destined to rank with the best of recent series. Each monograph is a 
triumph of biographical art, won without sacrifice of scientific value. In 
each case are displayed the characteristics of the man that entitle him to 
the rank of a statesman, without disregarding the characteristics of the 
times which made the statesman possible. That each of the authors is 
an expert on the history of the period to which his subject belongs is 
important ; but this alone will not account for the excellence of the little 
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works. There is evidence of an artistic literary sense which has guided 
the historian's pen. Mr. Freeman's ideas of William the Conqueror are 
too familiar to need comment. They are put here in the author's best 
style. Mrs. Green's treatment of Henry II does full justice to that high- 
tempered, hard-headed and industrious monarch. She is as thoroughly 
convinced of his importance to English history as Mr. Freeman is of 
William's. Witness two rather conflicting statements, by Mr. Freeman 
(page 2) and Mrs. Green (page 1) respectively: 

That the history of England for the last eight hundred years has been 
what it has been has largely come of the personal character of a single man 
[William, of course] . 

The history [of the English people] as we know it and the mode of gov- 
ernment which has actually grown up among us is in fact due to the genius 
of the great king by whose will England was guided from 11 54 to 1189. 

Mr. Gairdner's characterization of the first Tudor sovereign is rather 
more favorable to Henry's personal attractiveness than that generally 
current. This monograph, like Mrs. Green's, derives a delicious flavor 
from the quaint sayings of the old chroniclers with which it is occa- 
sionally embellished. 

Excellent paper and print give an additional charm to what must be 
pronounced so far a delightful and valuable series. 

W. A. D. 



La ve'rite' sur I 'expedition du Mexique, d'apres les documents 
inedits de Ernest Louet, payeur en chef du corps expeditionnaire : 
Rive d' Empire. Troisieme Edition. i2mo, vii, 338 pp. — L' Empire 
de Maximilien. Troisieme Edition. 339 pp. Par Paul Gaulot. 
Paris, Paul Ollendorff, 1 889-1 890. 

The story has often been told of the astounding scheme of Napoleon 
III to establish a foreign prince upon the throne of Mexico, and by 
means of French arms and diplomacy to turn the tide of civilization 
and commerce in favor of the Latin races and to the particular advan- 
tage of the Emperor of the French. Comte de Keratry, who served 
in Mexico under Bazaine and resigned, in 1865, when he saw the true 
character of the expedition, shortly afterwards wrote a series of articles 
for the Revue contemporaine which attracted great attention on account 
of his disclosures and the scope of his views. These articles were put 
in book form in 1867. The following year Clement Duvernois pub- 
lished a volume called L' Intervention Fran^aise au Mexique, which in 
fact was but little more than a well-edited text of the most important 
documents then known in connection with the expedition. The first 



